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**UPDATE** 

Senate Passes Salazar Bill to Establish the South Park National Heritage 
Area 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Today, the United States Senate passed the 
Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 2009 (S.22) by a vote of 73-21.  
The bill includes the South Park National Heritage Area Act, introduced by 
Senator Salazar, which would establish the South Park National Heritage 
Area (NHA) in Park County, Colorado.  

"The working ranches, clear streams, and frontier stories of South Park are a 
national treasure that more Americans should have the opportunity to 
experience." said Senator Salazar. "This national heritage area designation 
will help local communities build on already successful efforts to 
protect South Park's open spaces and rich cultural traditions, while spurring 
economic development at an important moment.  I am proud 
that South Park has met the National Park Service's criteria for becoming an 
NHA and hope that this bill will land on the President's desk in the coming 
weeks." 

Senator Salazar first introduced the South Park National Heritage Area 
Act in the 109th Congress and worked to move it through the Senate Energy 
and Natural Resources Committee with unanimous support in 2008.  The 
legislation authorizes the federal government to provide up to $10 million 
matching funds over 15 years to rehabilitate historic structures, protect 
cultural and natural resources, develop tours, establish exhibits or programs, 
and increase public awareness of the South Park NHA.  The bill ensures that 
private property rights and water rights are in no way affected by the 
creation of the National Heritage Area.  The National Heritage Area would 
be managed by local citizens and organizations, but the National Park 
Service will provide administrative and technical support. 
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